
FAIR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
August 13, 2008 

 
The meeting was held on August 13, 2008.  Those present were: Dana Escott, Richard Woods, 
Pete Novich, Troy Martin, Tom Leo, Marilyn Ross, Jim Hart, David Schulz, Becky Kingston, Dawn 
Hagedorn, Sheila Kirkpatrick, Sam Novich and Kay VonBergen. 
 
Minutes from July 17, 2008 were read and approved. 
 
The bills were presented and approved for payment. 
 
3RAC Report:  Pete said that with the added money we put in for the rodeo that we were going to 
have a good turnout of contestants.   Becky said that Safeway was holding a benefit roping on 
September 14, 2008 at the fairgrounds, and 3RAC was sponsoring it and asked if we would donate 
the arena.  3RAC would provide insurance for the event.   Pete said that they did some cross 
fencing to rotate the steers.  Tom said Madison Valley Rodeo Assn. was not going to be able to put 
any added money in for the rodeo.  Pete said we need to know about added money ahead of time.   
 
Pete also noted that in his travels, you cannot go to a rodeo for anything under $10-13 a ticket and 
that we are putting on one of the cheapest shows and maybe we should consider raising our prices 
to help offset some of the cost involved in putting on the NRA Rodeo.   
 
Norm Jensen track:  we haven’t heard from Norm.  Pete said that when Riverside puts in their 
parking area, it would take up the ¼ mile track and didn’t think there would be enough room for this 
motorcycle track.  Tom said that in Missoula they ran on an 1/8 mile track and had enough room.  
They could go smaller if they had to.   Sam asked who would pay for all the construction for this 
track.  Dana said the motorcycle people were.  Richard suggested putting Riverside’s parking lot 
by the stud barn and giving the motorcycle people more room for their track.  The parking lot by the 
stud barn would be utilized by fair also.   Dana will ask Ken Walsh about that.   Sam said his 
feelings about the track were that they had to follow the same rules and pack insurance, etc.  Tom 
said those things would be discussed in further detail if the track goes in.   
 
Hagedorn Auction:  Tom asked if Marilyn took letters to County Attorney, she said yes.  No one 
has gotten any correspondence regarding this matter.  There has been discussion on policies, 
rentals, etc., we knew there would be some changes as we moved forward and some things are 
new to us to.  We will let the attorney’s deal with the correspondence and we’ll try and make things 
work.  Jim brought up concern about noticing of meetings.  Dawn said that the agenda sent to her 
from Becky didn’t have time and place or explanation by their name of what is being discussed, so 
Dawn felt she had to show up to see what is being discussed.   Dawn didn’t know why they were 
on the agenda.  Dana said that was silly because the Board and Hagedorns’ had been going back 
and forth and Dawn wasn’t there when the board voted on some things about Hagedorn Auction.  
Tom said that Hagedorn asked to be on the agenda and Dawn said that they didn’t need to be on 
the agenda, but she wanted fees for set up days on the agenda.  Dana told her that if you wanted 
extra days to set up that you had to pay for them and Dawn wants a vote from the Board that if 
there is more than one free day to set up, are the days charged at full price or half price, for 
clarification.  Dawn wanted to know if people should be notified if their name is on the agenda.  Jim 
said all minutes shall be available for public inspection.   Tom said that the agenda with Dawn’s 
name on it were posted, he assumed by state law that was all that was required and she had the 
ability to go to the website or post office to see her name on the agenda and arrive at the meeting 
which you could not at the first meeting because Dawn was gone (assuming she didn’t know she 
was going to be gone until shortly before the meeting and that is why the letter was submitted).  
Dawn said that when she found out the meeting date, she knew she would be gone.  The meetings 



are properly noticed with time, date and place on the website, courthouse, post office, city office, 
and bank.  Marilyn stated that meetings noticed in newspapers, public places, etc. are fine, but 
didn’t’ think it said anywhere that an individual needs personal notification.  Dawn just wants 
policies to be clarified, she doesn’t necessarily think that any correspondence needs to continue 
with attorneys.  The rental agreement only states about liability and Dawn would like to see more 
specific information in black and white on the agreement.   Tom said that this is a work in progress 
and as that plays out, we will be working on this.  Dawn wants to be on the email list for agendas.   
 
Fair Dates:  August 12-16, 2009????   Pete suggested we stay a weekend away from the Rockin 
the Rivers because more people come to our fair and we are not competing with it.  The fair this 
year has opened up more opportunities for the fair in general.   We’ll put this on September and 
check with 4-H, etc. and then make a decision.   
 
Duke Novich wants to know if the stockyards could use the fairgrounds on a Monday afternoon for 
a holding place.  We wouldn’t have to feed them.  Would the yards be liable if something would 
happen to a cow?  This would help ranches for fuel cost and the stockyards would pay the 
fairgrounds a fee to use the pens.  Schulz thought if the fairgrounds could help out, it would be a 
great thing.  He suggested trying it for a while.  Kay made motion and Richard seconded it, 
approved.   
 
Becky commented further about putting gates up in the off season to help control vandalism.  Sam 
suggested putting up signs regarding vandalism and that we would prosecute to the fullest if 
caught.   
 
Dana asked if the sheriff’s office caught anyone doing vandalism, fighting, etc., if the board would 
be agreeable to the sheriff kicking the people off the fairgrounds.  Everyone was agreeable. 
 
The next fair board meeting will be September 18, at 7 pm at the fair office.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Dana Escott 


